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A FULL CIRCLE 

By Christopher Myers SSM 
The Decree on the Up-to-date Renewal of Religious Life, promulgated at the Second Vatican 

Council held in Rome from 1962 to 1965, was a seminal document which considered the place 

of religious life in today’s world. 

Taking its lead from another important document, the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 

Modern World, it encouraged religious to clarify the charism and apostolate of their respective 

communities by rehearsing or re-imagining the vision of their founder. 

I have heard of a number of communities which, having undertaken this process of introspection, 

concluded that they were not fulfilling their original purpose and decide to accept no new 

members, resigning themselves to their fate. 

Not so in my experience of the society of the Sacred Mission.  At a time of unprecedented 

uncertainty we have engaged in a process of unprecedented change, modifying our 

fundamental structures, adopting new constitutions in England, Australia and Southern Africa, 

and exploring new forms of membership. 

The comments of some of the members, therefore, that ‘this is not the community that I once 

joined’, are entirely appropriate and indeed welcome, for they endorse the fact that the Society 

is continuing its evolution with the authority, I believe, of the founder himself. 

Father Herbert Kelly spoke of the Society not in static, mechanical terms, but in organic, 

evolutionary language.  He called the Society ‘an idea’ and ‘an atmosphere’.  Nothing was set in 

concrete; nothing was taken as an end in itself.   Even religious life, conceived in a narrow, party 

frame of reference, was eschewed. 

In 1919, leading up to the Great Chapter of 1920, Fr Kelly wrote:  ‘Some have always desired 

the stricter life; some have learnt to desire it.  And to these, going back to simpler things seems 

mere slackin —apostasy from an ideal.  But there are others to whom the whole vision has been 
a vision of devotion to the Church, and who have never felt any craving for a “life” of any kind—

for itself.  To me, the “Religious Life” for itself is a fortress, strong and self-contained.  As a 

soldier, I abhor fortresses.  The real work is done by a free-moving field army, intent on victory 
rather than on the defence and safety of its own position.’ 

Two years later, brooding on current events, he commented:  ‘If I started again, I would do the 

same thing, but without cassocks, without offices, and try for a ten-year profession to start with 

as a period.’ 

Fr Kelly thus affirmed his fundamental conviction that ‘the purpose of the past are not bound by 

the systems of the past.’  In 1931 he wrote that ‘If I had known of it, I would have followed the 

Oratory system.’ 



The Abbot of a small Anglican Benedictine community in England recently remarked to one of 

our members that during the past decade or so, while the number of professed members of his 
community steadily decreased, yet there was a large and a growing group of people who 

wished to associated themselves with the community and its life. 

We have experienced a similar phenomenon in the Society of the Sacred Mission. What is clear 

from such friends in Australia is that they desire a real and robust relationship with the 
community.  They do not wish to be bound by the systems of the past, nor to be second-class 

hybrid members of a parallel community, but as one with the whole they wish to make their own 

particular contribution to the Sacred Mission in a way that is mutually enriching.  Not a matter of 
either/or for the community, but of both/and.  Not an exclusive narrow view of religious life, but a 

broad catholic one. 

If it was anything, Fr Kelly’s vision of the Society was broad.  It sought to realise fully the 
potential of each individual, in whatever context, in order to maximise enthusiasm and devotion 

in the doing of God’s will. 

So said Fr Kelly in 1908, as he looked back to the early days of 1894; ‘From the beginning we 

always prepared every man for ordination who could be prepared.  Moreover, we always from 
the beginning meant to work at home as well as abroad…We were not seeking merely 

increased numbers of ordination candidates, still less only lay workers.  We wanted to call out a 

whole mass of enthusiasm and devotion of all kinds, wherever it might be found, for all purpose.’ 

While it is clear that many of the systems which once undergirded Religious Life are grinding to 

a halt, inappropriate and ineffective in today’s world, yet there remain waiting a mass of 

enthusiasm and devotion to be called out in fulfilment of the sacred mission. 

If today we can find the energy and courage to discover anew and afresh the vision of our 

founder from those very early days in the life of the Society, then we might also by God’s grace 

discern that we have travelled a full circle and rediscovered the purpose of the past. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.03000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.03000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU (2400, 300, 1.3)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug true
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        28.346460
        28.346460
        28.346460
        28.346460
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed true
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [841.890 595.276]
>> setpagedevice


